
WWind Through the Natural Beauty
of Southern New Hampshire

From Rindge to Rochester

Travel the winding and rural highway of U.S. Route 202 eastbound.

Route 202 travels through eight states, including New Hampshire. In the Granite

State, it passes through several college locations and some great scenery.

Route 202 enters New Hampshire at the Massachusetts border just southwest of

Rindge. From Jaffrey, it continues through Peterborough and toward the Franklin

Pierce Homestead near Hillsborough.

Between Hillsborough and Henniker, Route 202 winds along the Contoocook River

through narrow passes that are beautiful but dangerous. During high-water seasons,

these areas are favorites of New Hampshire kayakers. With all that water, Route 202

gets torn up on a regular basis. Be prepared for detours depending on the season.

That water also created the necessity of several beautiful but aging bridges. Many are closed to vehicles but open to

foot traffic; some have small parking areas nearby. There are covered bridges along the route, in West Hopkinton, the

Powder Mill area, and across the Contoocook River in Henniker, and other locations. There are numerous stone arches

along Route 202, many washed away from years of spring floods and lack of repair. These are relics worth exploring, but

with caution, of course.

The first real

point of interest

just off Route

202 as it enters

New Hampshire

is the Cathedral

of the Pines,

between West

Rindge and Jaffrey. This stop requires you to drive

a few miles out of your way, but it is well worth

it. Motorcyclists might recognize its name, as the

area is the home to several runs during the year.

It is also the home of the Women’s Memorial Bell

Tower, the only monument in the nation that

specifically honors and recognizes the women who have given their lives in the service of the United States.

The Cathedral serves as a non-denominational place of worship. With breathtaking views of Mt. Monadnock, sprawling

gardens and lush forests, this is a spot worth your time. For more information on the 

Cathedral of the Pines, visit www.cathedralofthepines.org.

visitnh.gov page 1 of 2

AYLMER’S GRILLE
21 Main St. #B, Jaffrey

532-4949 | www.aylmersgrille.com

JADE OCEAN CHINESE
5 Main St., Jaffrey

532-6727

LILLY’S ON THE POND
385 Route 202, Rindge

899-3322

CAFE AT NOONE FALLS
50 Jaffrey Road #6, Peterborough

924-6818 | www.cafeatnoonefalls.com

BRADY’S BAR & GRILLE
225 Concord St., Peterborough

924-9322

PETERBOROUGH PIZZA BARN
71 Route 202, Peterborough

924-7119

ARNIE’S PLACE
164 Loudon Road, Concord

228-3225 | www.arniesplace.com

103 RESTAURANT
103 N. Main St., Rochester

332-7790

VATHALLY’S SUB & PIZZA
52 N. Main St., Rochester

332-0113

Route 202 Eats
Here are a few of the restaurants 

you’ll pass along the way.

http://www.visitnh.gov
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As you travel east you’ll come across Shieling Forest, 45 acres of ridges

and valleys donated to the state by author Elizabeth Yates McGreal.

This state forest includes a wildflower preserve and plenty of 

hiking trails.

State parks and forests are frequent along the southwestern portion of

202. Most will require you to veer off the Route, but only by a small 

margin. For a full list of parks and forests in the area, visit

www.nhdfl.org/new-hampshire-state-lands/state-owned-reservations.

Not far from Shieling Forest, in the town of Peterborough, is a small community admired by artists around the globe.

The MacDowell Colony, founded by composer Edward MacDowell and his wife Marian in 1907, serves as an inspiring 

work environment for artists of all disciplines. In 1997 it received the National Medal of Arts for “nurturing and 

inspiring many of this century’s finest artists.” Since its creation, the 450-acre colony has housed more than 4,500 

artists, including 48 Pulitzer Prize-winning authors. It is the oldest colony of its kind in the U.S. If you have a chance 

to drive through, spend some time admiring the views that have inspired artists from around the world. For more 

information on the MacDowell Colony, visit www.macdowellcolony.org.

Outside the Henniker area, Route 202 merges with 

Route 9 and then U.S. Route 3 into Concord. Once in

Concord, it follows the path of Interstate 393. I-393 ends

and turns into U.S. Route 4, but then Route 202 appears

smushed together with Routes 9 and 4. Route 4 splits off

in the town of Northwood. Route 202 continues on

through Rochester. All this may seem confusing, but

once you’re on the road, it is easy to follow Route 202 via

highway signs and state maps. The condensing of routes in the capital area

means easy access to downtown Concord and the various highway offshoots

that originate there.

A trip up Route 202 could take any number of

days, depending on how far you’re willing to 

travel.

Materials used with permission
from OxxCycle Magazine,

Copyright 2008
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OxxCycle Trip Tips:
Route 202

Route 202 comes into the state

just south of Rindge and heads

northeast into Peterborough.

From Peterborough, Route 202

heads almost directly north into

Hillsborough, where it meets

Route 9 and heads east toward

Hopkinton and Concord.

Through Concord, Route 202

shares the road with I-393 and

Route 4, all heading east toward

Chichester and Northwood.

At Northwood, Route 202 splits

off and heads northeast toward

Rochester. Follow Route 202

through the city (or Route 16

around), and on the northeast

side Route 202 will head toward

Maine.

http://www.visitnh.gov
http://www.visitnh.gov
http://www.oxxcycle.com
http://www.nhdfl.org/new-hampshire-state-lands/state-owned-reservations/
http://www.macdowellcolony.org


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile ()
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


